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Auckland City Youth Council Submission
Auckland City’s 10 Year Plan 2009-2019
Making a verbal submission and receiving a written response
· The Auckland City Youth Council requests an opportunity to make a verbal submission at a public hearing. We would be most grateful for a 10-minute slot.
· We also wish to receive a written response for our submission so that we can report on the outcome of the submission process, back to the young people involved in the development of this submission.
Annual Plan Submission
Auckland City Youth Council felt it was important to include opinions from as many young people as possible in this submission. In preparation for this submission, Auckland City Youth Council gathered feedback from youth at a forum held by Auckland City on Monday 4th May.
This submission represents a wide range of views and opinions of young people. As such we would like to make it clear that they are not necessarily representative of the views of the Auckland City Youth Council, nor do they represent the views of all young people in Auckland City, but we have tried to be as representative as possible.

Summary

Although the majority of the youth found the council’s services to be appropriate for the needs of their age group, there were questions over how well the council is implementing the programme they have put forward to look after the needs of youth. Subsequently, our 10 year plan forum unveiled a range of different areas where improvements can be made on the plan already devised by the council.

The bulk of these improvements were suggested in the areas of environment, transport, community issues and local entertainment. In terms of the environment, most of our participants from the Tamaki, Otahuhu and Glen Innes areas believed that their environment was not receiving adequate care by the council. The same notion was stated in response to services, such as pools, which most of our respondents believed not to be up to a satisfactory level.

The issue of transport was also crucial to the majority of members attending our forum. While most believed that the council had a suitable infrastructure plan to deal with the needs of youth, but they believed that the implementation of this plan was lacking in terms of ground level action.

Other issues covered included local entertainment, which most young people believed the council was not placing enough direct focus and importance on events tailored for the younger generation. The group surmised that too much emphasis was placed on events for those older members within our community, and that for a balanced society, prominence needed to be placed on local music and theatre events for youth.

1. Transport:
Most young people were upbeat about the transport plan that the council currently has in action. Significant improvements have been made from the following years in terms of punctuality, and efficiency of the rail and bus networks. However, despite the overwhelming praise for the newfound efficiency, most members still had similar general concerns. 
General
1.1. Young people in Auckland city believe that there needs to be a larger subsidy on public transport as prices can be a significant burden on them.
1.2. Young people in Auckland city suggested that to reduce traffic there could be large parking areas outside the CBD with free buses into the city centre.
1.3. Young people in Auckland city people believe carpooling should be encouraged with free or subsidised parking.
1.4. Young people in Auckland city believe that there needs to be more safety measures on public night buses.
1.5. Young people in Auckland city believe that there needs to be increased public transport services during rush hour.

 

Buses
1.6. The youth of Auckland city believe that more focus needs to be put on the reliability of buses in terms of punctuality.
1.7. The youth of Auckland city appreciate the computerised bus timetables and encourage more distribution of these at bus stops.
1.8. The youth of Auckland believe that the quality of bus drivers needs to be improved; as most youth currently feel unsafe, subsequently impacting on their desire to use the bus network.
1.9. The youth of Auckland believe that the security of most South Auckland bus depots need to be upgraded as most feel unsafe in the current environment.
Cycling
1.10. Youth in Auckland city believe that the number of cycle lanes should be increased so it is safer for cyclists and drivers.
1.11. Youth in Auckland city were concerned about the safety of bus/cycle lanes on some busy roads. Most believe the waterfront as being a key example of such a notion. This can often result in dangerous situations for the cyclists.
1.12. Youth in Auckland city believe improvements need to be made concerning cyclists’ safety.
Trains
1.13. The youth of Auckland have serious questions about the efficiency of the train network in comparison to the bus network.

1.14. Most youth are concerned about the status quo of train punctuality. Most believe the service to be unreliable, inefficient and unhygienic.
1.15. The youth of Auckland believe serious improvements need to be made in terms of the quality of infrastructure that the council has at their disposal.
2. Transforming the CBD:
2.1. Youth in Auckland city call for cleaner, safer public toilets in the CBD; and would like Auckland City Council to ensure that cleanliness is maintained.
2.2. Youth in Auckland city suggested that signs should be put in place to deter taggers with the consequences listed in obvious areas
2.3. Youth in Auckland city support the development and improvement of security in park areas; in particular Albert Park and Myers Park. 
2.4. Youth in Auckland city would like to see more recycling bins in CBD and other Town Centres.
3.  Open Spaces:
3.1. Young people in Auckland city commend Auckland City Council’s attempts at providing parks and other recreational spaces.
3.2. Youth in Auckland highlight the growing problem of accessibility to parks as being a concern; hygiene (cleaner bathrooms) and lighting are a major concern as it increases the perception of parks as being unsafe.
3.3. Youth in Auckland suggest that the council continue to increase the range of youth appropriate activities that can be undertaken at parks. Facilities such as rock climbing, skate parks, areas to play volleyball. Rocket Park is a strong example of such a redevelopment.
3.4. Youth believe that the council should continue to encourage aerosol art in public places such as parks as means to encourage expression and deter graffiti vandalism.

4. Community
Young people in Auckland city believe that investing in community centres, community sports teams, and cultural festivals help young people build individualism, by fostering a strong sense of community, and removing the need for them to conduct themselves in a rebellious manner.  
 

4.1. Young people in Auckland city would like more youth programmes and activities. 
4.2. Youth in Auckland city would like to see more outdoor pools such as the Parnell Baths and cheaper prices for swimming pools
4.3. Young people in Auckland city would like to see community centres improved to be more youth friendly.
4.4. Youth in Auckland City commend Auckland City Council on their provision of free internet access at Auckland City Libraries.
5.  Events
Young people in Auckland city would like to congratulate Auckland City on the vast variety of free events available. We have received plenty of positive feedback from youth about these events, in particular: Jazz Festival, the Music in Parks series, Pasifika, Lantern Festival, Christmas in the Park, the Starlight Symphony, Rock in the Park, and the Busking Festival.
5.1. Youth in Auckland city would like to see more community sport events organised in order to tackle the growing problem of obesity.
5.2. Youth in Auckland city would like better traffic management around events and festivals. Problems surrounding sport games attest to such a notion.
5.3. Young people in Auckland city believe that safety issues at large events is an issue and many believed additional security was required.
5.4. Young people would like to see more free music events that support young local artists from their community.
5.5. Youth in Auckland city would like to more cultural events such as Pasifika and the Lantern Festival.
5.6. Young people in Auckland city would like to see more advertising and promotion of youth events/community events and facilities.
5.7. Young people in Auckland city believe that there should be more free concerts and events for young children. 
5.8. Young people in Auckland city believe events should be staggered throughout the year, instead of a concentrated ‘season’ of events during the summer period
5.9. Young people would like to see lower student rates for events.
 

 


6. Environment
6.1. Young people believe that stronger solutions should be found for the growing pollution problems facing Auckland sewage ways, river channels and beaches.
6.2. Youth believe that the cleanliness of beaches in Auckland need to be improved. Respondents in Point Chevalier intimated that their beach was of poor condition, and that pollution was impacting on their desire to visit.

6.3. Youth believe that the council should attempt to ensure that beaches have adequate rubbish services and bins.

Conclusion
We strongly affirm that the council take heed of the suggestions, which the youth council has put forward in this submission. We believe that these suggestions will help Auckland become even more of a diverse, dynamic and functional city.
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