“Ko Te Aho Matua te tahuhu o toku whare! Being a rakatahi Maori in the
bottom of Te Waipounamu, statistically speaking, rakatahi in this region

face a higher rate of disadvantage than the national average. Seeing my

own hapori stuck in a drought is deeply disheartening. | applied to be a
Youth MP with the spirit of my tipuna on my shoulders, and my hapori
behind me, hoping to help contribute to the change that is needed in my
community. | am an advocate for Indigenous rights, and | hope to one day
be an inspiration for fellow rakatahi Maori. "Mo tatou, a, mo ka uri a muri
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Selecting MP: Takuta Ferris

Location: Invercargill




