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“To be a Youth MP is a great honour. I plan to use this position to advocate 
on behalf of young people who want to see our country prosper. The actions 
we take now can either bolster or hinder New Zealand’s future, and I hope 
to play my part in steering New Zealand in the correct direction. I hold a deep 
passion for rural communities and truly believe that to reach our country’s 
full potential, we will need to invest far more in rural infrastructure and 
industry. I will use this opportunity to engage rigorously with our often-
neglected rural communities. As I come from Otago and have lived 
throughout the South Island, I have seen firsthand how the rapid, 
uncontrolled growth of major North Island cities has left us forgotten. 
Ordinary citizens, particularly young people, have struggled for 
opportunities, and I plan to be their voice on this stage.” 

Selecting MP: Hon Mark Patterson 
Location: Dunedin 


