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Introduction

The Poultry Industry Association of New Zealand (PIANZ) is the trade association representing poultry processors in New Zealand. Poultry covers chicken, turkey, duck, pheasant and quail. Chicken is the predominant poultry meat consumed in New Zealand, with 97% of the consumer market.

The Egg Producers Federation of New Zealand (EPF) is a body funded under Commodity Levy representing commercial egg farmers, barn, free range and cage. In the New Zealand context a commercial egg farmer is deemed to be a person who purchases 100 chicks or more in a calendar year. 

This submission is made to ensure that the Youth Parliament has appropriate information as part of its consideration of this issue. 

Comments on the report dated 14 May 2010

On page 2 the report states that “…… For instance, New Zealand Food Safety guidelines have banned the use of growth hormones in meat chickens and the poultry industry must regularly check for the presence in hormones in its poultry, as well as salmonella”. 
Growth hormones have never been used in the New Zealand meat chicken industry. PIANZ funds independent testing by the NZ Food Safety Authority to check for the presence of artificial growth hormones and thus to provide proof that hormones are not used in New Zealand poultry. The New Zealand poultry industry is the only industry that routinely tests for artificial growth-promoting hormones, and none have been detected.
The New Zealand poultry industry also funds testing under the National Microbiological Database, which is operated by the NZ Food Safety Authority for the presence of salmonella. This is a voluntary step undertaken since 2001 by the New Zealand poultry industry. The NMD results for the last 5 quarters show the presence of salmonella in 3 of the 5 quarters to be 0.0% and in the other two quarters 0.1%. PIANZ is unaware of any chicken industry in the world that can match such low figures. 
“However, antibiotics are commonly used in many intensive farms to help protect the animals from disease and thus help them to grow bigger and increase productivity”.
· Antibiotics prevent death and suffering from disease. 

· The poultry industry is required by law to safeguard the wellbeing of its birds. 

· There are very strict Government regulations on the use of antibiotics in the poultry industry. Independent audits undertaken by the NZ Food Safety Authority confirm the stringent rules and compliance undertaken within the industry. 

· All antibiotics must be prescribed by a veterinarian. 
New Zealand is known around the world by independent poultry veterinarians as the healthiest country in the world for poultry. New Zealand is unique in its freedom from the three major poultry diseases – Newcastle Disease, highly pathogenic Avian Influenza, and Infectious Bursal Disease. It is also known as a country where there is a limited need for vaccination, and therefore New Zealand birds, both layers and poultry meat, are known for their good health and welfare status. It is this freedom from disease, excellent stockmanship and quality feed that is responsible for productivity that is seen as outstanding by world standards. 
Antibiotics are used prophylactically in the poultry meat industry to prevent disease such as coccidiosis. The antibiotics used are not of the same family as those used in human medicine. 
Film of New Zealand poultry meat farming systems are on the PIANZ website – www.pianz.org.nz

Eggs
In 2005 NAWAC (the National Animal Welfare Advisory Committee) stated in the Layer Hen Code of Welfare that “it is unable to recommend the replacement of current cage systems until such time as it can be shown that, in comparison to current cage systems, enriched cages or alternative systems, in the context of supplying New Zealand’s ongoing egg consumption needs, it would consistently provide better welfare outcomes for birds and be economically viable”. 
The Committee, in making this decision, took into account the elements of the Animal Welfare Act and included the issue of natural behaviour. 
It is critical that animal welfare considers all key aspects of welfare - including provision of food and water, shelter, treatment from injury, protection from fear and aggression, the ability to display normal patterns of behaviour - and that it considers them all holistically. 

For the last 3 years the EPF, in collaboration with the Sustainable Farming Fund (SFF), has funded a $1 million project (in cash and kind) trialling a furnished colony cage system. Results to date are promising. The furnished colony system is deemed to allow birds to express natural patterns of behaviour. It is the system proposed to replace current cages in Europe as at 1 January 2012. (It is important to note that as at 1 January 2012 it is projected that 120 million layer hens in the EU will not be in the new system, but rather, still in current cages). 
The issue of furnished colony cages being used in New Zealand is a current topic of discussion in the review of the Layer Hen Code of Welfare. 

Film of New Zealand’s various farming systems is on the EPF website www.eggfarmers.org.nz. 

Meat Chicken

A report commissioned by MAF by Dr Lindsay Matthews and Dr Caroline Bagshaw of AgResearch compared the New Zealand poultry meat with overseas poultry meat industries on the basis of several key welfare indicators:
· Incidence of mortality
· Skin disorders of the feet, hock and breasts

· Leg gait score 

The work was overseen and peer-reviewed by Bristol University. The summary was that the welfare of broilers in New Zealand compares more than favourably with broilers kept elsewhere in the world,
 i.e. overall mortality was comparatively low;

the contribution of leg culls to total mortality was much lower than the equivalent UK studies;

 leg weakness was a quarter of that for meat chicken in the UK, Denmark and Sweden; and
 the measurement of skin disorders were of a relatively minor nature, showing that the litter in New Zealand poultry farms was in good condition. 
A copy of the Executive Summary of the report is attached.
Cost/Benefit Analysis

Price is an important issue for consumers. Intensive farming does product a cost-effective product. Poultry meat and eggs are excellent sources of protein and are cost-effective for consumers. As NAWAC noted in the Layer Hen Code Report 2005, economic viability must be considered. The poultry meat and egg industries in New Zealand would argue that, and the independent reports which have been provided, we believe, would support our argument that in New Zealand an appropriate balance has been struck between welfare science, consumer expectations and commercial reality. 
There is always the need to maintain a balance between these outcomes, and we believe the role of NAWAC is an appropriate independent body to set welfare guidelines. The Code should outline appropriate industry practices in line with the Animal Welfare Act and, in doing so, protect both the birds and the farmers. The poultry meat and egg industry should have the right to farm and that intensive farming (within the constraints of the Animal Welfare Act) is legitimate and should be supported by Government regulation. The poultry meat and egg industries believe that birds should be treated humanely, and are a strong supporter of the enhancement of stockmanship capability in the care and management of birds. 
Intensive indoor production has advantages in the optimisation of reduction of wastage of resources and protection from disease. The poultry sector – both meat and layer hens – is amongst the very lowest of greenhouse gas emitting sectors, and with further developments in technology and increased use of carbon sinks such as canopy cover, e.g. trees, has the potential to be as close to carbon-neutral as any meat production system could achieve. 

Responses to questions posed

· Which is more important, animal welfare or retaining our place in the international market with our bulk products?


We would submit that it is not a case of which is more important, but of getting a balance of appropriate animal welfare while retaining New Zealand’s ability to produce animal products sought by consumers on a cost-effective basis. 

· What methods of farming do you deem acceptable and not acceptable and why?

Farming methods are those that meet the standards of the Animal Welfare Act and, where NAWAC have deemed a dispensation to apply in relation to the Animal Welfare Act, it is done on the basis of good science and a consideration of all the issues. 
· Can we strike a ‘happy medium’ between the two extremes? If so, how do you propose to do so?

The goal should not be to strike a “happy medium” but rather to ensure that animal welfare standards are set and met, and then leave it to consumer choice.  

· Are the practices of factory or intensive farming inconsistent with our animal welfare laws? If so, do we change the practices or the laws?

Intensive farming for the poultry meat and egg industries meets the current requirements set by NAWAC in the species-appropriate Codes of Welfare. If the conditions within the Codes of Welfare are changed, the industries will meet those changes.  
· Should farming be about quantity or quality?

There is no reason why it cannot be both. 
· Is free range farming a viable long-term investment for our economy?

For a sector of the community, but it should not be the role of regulators, once appropriate standards have been met, to override consumer choice. 

Poultry meat and eggs are important protein sources for all sectors of New Zealand society, but particularly amongst lower socio-economic groups.   
· Should our economy be the primary focus when considering farming methods?

Our economy is critical to all New Zealanders and must be an element in any consideration. 
· Is it the government’s place to put restrictions and regulations on farming methods?

Restrictions and regulations on farming methods should only be put in place when required to ensure that animals are treated humanely and in line with credible independent, scientific research. 
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